Contra El Cancer, Hollywood Habitat for Humanity, Educating Young
Minds, Global Green and See Jane’s charitable efforts the moment
celebrities such as Leonardo di Caprio, Forrest Whitaker, Charlie Sheen
and Masi Oka, were escorted into the Friar’s Club.

However, if you were a celebrity, the get-
ting was still pretty darn good. Kiwi Studios
were back with their fabulous art glass belts
and home accessories, while the World’s First
Bluetooth Watch was also on display. Astonish-
ingly enough, with the abuse we put our feet
through pounding the pavement in the name
of entertainment and fashion journalism, we
were quite excited about being the recipients of
Yoga Toes (sorry, Isaac Mizrahi shoe folk), Black
Box Wine, 3Lab Skin Care, the new book Sugar
Shock by Connue Bennett and trying out some
nifty home massage devices from Medi-Rub.

The Access Hollywood Suite and Backstage
Creations outposts, meanwhile, were defi-
nitely hallowed A-lister domain, with heavy
hitters such as Jennifer Hudson, Greg Grum-
berg, Emily Deschanel, Dominique Swain,
Giada de Laurentiis, Kevin Dillon, Patricia
Arquette, Blair Underwood, Mary J. Blige
and Katharine McPhee getting royal treat-
ment. Other attendees, meanwhile, had to
be content with the privilege of watching
stars be treated to the truly fabulous new
denim line Bread (which do have a fit sure
to make anybody feel like a
star), Invicta’s playful plas-
tic band watches, Lavanilla
Laboratories Fragrances (all
natural and loaded with anti-
oxidants), Nine West shoes,
Carlos Falchi leather luxuries
and undergear from Bali and
Hanes.

Backstage Creations’
stellar offerings included
the latest Blackberry Pearl
device for Cingular, Keurig's
updated coffee brewer, a
healthy feast from the
Sonoma Diet, elegant
handbags from Bolzano,
Diamond Living Matrix
Spa treatments, and ritzy
getaways (Cunard Queen
Mary 2 six-day crossing
to England and Starwood
Bora Bora). Project Runway
vet Mychael Night was on
hand to do his part for the
popular Clothes off our Back
charity (founded by Bradley
Whitford and Jane Kaczmarek)
by partnering with the up-
and-coming designer to create
a limited run of customizable
one-of-a-kind T-shirts. The
attendees were just as impres-
sive—Courtney Cox, David
Arquette, Patricia Arquette,
Terence Howard, Jessica Biel,
Adrian Grenier and Djimon
Hounsou among them. Janice
Rosas who was officiating over
the proceedings was celebrating
her birthday while hosting the
official gifting lounge for the
Globes.

We popped by Clifford PR’s
Platinum suite en route to
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Backstage Creations, where Felicity Huffman as low-key as her Desper-

ate character. At the equally exclusive In Style Luxury Suite celebs and

selected press were treated to services from Anastasia, (Oprah’s brow
diva) Sisley manis and plenty of jewels, watches and clutches for red

carpet pulls. (Karen loved Catherine Rapetti
clutches!) Heroes’ Ali Larter had a mani while
Hayden and Greg Grunberg pulled Baume &

Mercier watches as did Ugly Betty’s editor Eric

Mabius with his six-month-old son in tow. The

room was swooning!

Though Natalie DuBois’ stable of globally
diverse vendors were, like Access and GBK,
decreed to focus on the A-listers, it was nice to
see Stephanie Ellis, founder of Millie's Cheese-
cakes, wowing the likes of Sharon Stone and

Jennifer Love Hewitt with A-list calibre sweets

(sweet potato and banana cheesecake—wow). We

also liked the presentation from the tiber-cool

home design and jewellery-lifestyle boutique

Scandihoovians (www.scandihoovians.com) and

exotic scarves from Annah Roxxah. However, we
were also anxious to see more friendly faces at
Primary Action’s Liberace Golden Globes Suite,
including the faces putting Christian Audigier,
Nicolita Swimwear, ABS and some truly amaz-
ing gel make-up base from Dermacia out there.
Angela Bassett, Lorraine Nicholson (Miss Golden
Globe 2007) and Derek Luke (Antwone Fisher)
certainly had a ball trying out
the high-end offerings.

Last but not least, it was
Showtime, not only for at-
tendees such as former Lucire
feature interviewee Eva La Rue,
Eric Mabius, Catherine O'Hara,
Lance Bass and Navi Rawat,
but some of our favourite pub-
licists to present their clients’
wares from purveyors like
Red Engine Jeans (better than
everl), Leonor Greyl, Shadang,
Talika nail care, Single Dress,
Judith Murat Fine Jewelry,
Leana Couture tank tops, and
Bisidora Handbags. However,
truth be told, the real stars at
the sprawling Hancock Park
event were a handful of select
“Wish children” to enjoy a day
of fantasy shopping and meet-
ing their favourite celebrities,
significant as the entire event
benefited the Make-a-Wish
Foundation of Greater Los

Angeles.

Finally, before the cue music
drowns us out before the
“break”, we want to give kudos
to the event planners and pub-
licists who recognize journal-
ists are “talent” in their own
right—when you do, it does a

lot for our confidence. Though
“round one” of award show
madness was quite a trip

in every sense of the word,
we’'ll do our best to fill you

in on the good stuff from the

Grammy and Oscar camps.

Sorry, Uncle Sam, you
can't keep a good (or at least
popular, or well-connected)
celebrity down for long. ®
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